
 
 

Next meeting  Wed. June 20, 2007 

                                                                   
From the President…                             June Tune 

 
     What has June Tune have to do with stamp collecting, you ask? Well that is the challenge I face every month when 
I sit down to write this article for the news letter. Yes how can I make a catchy title and still somehow have it relate to 
our beloved hobby. Well let me give it a try, for those of you out there in stamp land who would like to pursue a 
slightly different line of thematic collecting, try one of these . 

Music -- musicians -- musical instruments -- composers --marching bands -- musical theaters. 
     And just for fun why don’t you come up with some suggestions of your own and bring them along to the meeting 
this month. 
     This month’s activities will be Royal Philatelic circuits and an auction, please feel free to do some house cleaning 
and bring some interesting lots, as well as our 1 page display contest “Wind Power”.  Thank you to Jim Brett for 
bringing the Saugeen Stamp Club circuit books to our May meeting. 
     For a change I have been able to prepare this article in good time for the newsletter. 
 
Sincerely, 
President OSSC 
Alan M Charlesworth 
 
Upcoming Events… 
 
JULY 8, Ottawa, ON 
Regular Stamp & Coin Show, Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe Ave. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free parking and 
admission. 17 dealers. For more information, contact Brian Wolfenden, 613-226-2045. 
 
JULY 21, Burlington, ON 
Burloak Stamp Fair, Burlington Seniors Centre, 2285 New Street (at Seneca). Hours: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Regular monthly 
show all year. 6-9 dealers. Ample free parking. For more information, contact M.P. (Michael) Anderson 905-632-6057 
or michael@parcelsplusinc.com. 
 
AUG. 11, Fenelon Falls, ON 
Fenpex 23, United Church, 123 Colborne St. Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Free admission and parking. Dealers, 
displays, draws, and refreshments. For more information, contact Margaret Allen, 705-887-5386, 
arscott@sympatico.ca 
 
AUG. 11, Kincardine, ON 
Stamp Show and Bourse, at the Royal Canadian Legion, 219 LambtonSt. Hours: 10:00 to 4:00.  Free admission and 
parking. Displays, silent auction, door prizes and lunch available.  
 

From the Editor… 
     We had a good meeting in May.  There was lots of lively discussion about used modern Canadian stamps. Jim Brett 
brought the Saugeen Club’s circuit books which did include some newer Canadian stamps.  Thanks Jim.  Personally, 
I took Dr. Phil’s advice and have gained permission to put a pail at my local Post Office.  We’ll see what happens!  
Thanks Dr. Phil!   
     Our “One Page Challenge” topic is wind power.  Get on it folks, time is running out. 
     I hope everybody enjoyed the pie and muffins.  That will not be a regular feature of our meetings. 
Take note that the Kincardine show is coming up in August and we want to show support for our local brethren. 
Have a nice day! 
Marion Ace 
  

 



Eight or Nine Wise Words About Letter Writing  
by Lewis Carroll 

In 1890, Lewis Carroll, best known as the author of Alice in Wonderland, designed and 
marketed the “Wonderland Postage Stamp Case” to hold postage stamps in an orderly 
manner (the first stock book?). Included with the Stamp Case was a pamphlet entitled 
“Eight or Nine Wise Words About Letter Writing” providing advice on how to write 
and organise one’s correspondence. Bear in mind, this was a time before the telephone 
and the mail was used for everything from inviting friends over for a drink to 
tracking down a relative in the distant colonies! 

 

Part 1: On Stamp CasesPart 1: On Stamp Cases 
Some American writer has said “the snakes in this district may be divided into one 
species--the venomous”. The same principle applies here. Postage-Stamp-Cases may be divided 
into one species, the “Wonderland”. Imitations of it will soon appear, no doubt: but 
they cannot include the two Pictorial Surprises, which are copyright.  
You don’t see why I call them “Surprises”? Well, take the Case in your left-hand, and 
regard it attentively. You see Alice nursing the Duchess’s Baby? (An entirely new 
combination, by the way: It doesn’t occur in the book.) Now, with 
your right thumb and forefinger, lay hold of the little book, and suddenly pull it 
out. The Baby has turned into a Pig! If that doesn’t surprise you, why, I suppose you 
wouldn’t be surprised if your own Mother-in-law suddenly turned into a Gyroscope!  
This Case is not intended to carry about in your pocket. Far from it. People seldom 
want any other Stamps, on an emergency, than Penny-Stamps for Letters, Sixpenny-
Stamps for Telegrams, and a bit of Stamp-edging for cut fingers  
 (it makes capital sticking-plaster, and will stand three or four washings, cautiously 
conducted): and all these are easily carried in a purse or pocket-book. No, this is meant 
to haunt your envelope-case, or wherever you keep your writing-materials. What 
made me invent it, was the constantly wanting Stamps of other values, for foreign 
Letters, Parcel Post, etc., and finding it very bothersome to get at the kind I wanted in 
a hurry. Since I have possessed a “Wonderland Stamp-Case”, life has been bright and 
peaceful, and I have used no other. I believe the Queen’s laundress uses no other.  Each 
of the pockets will hold 6 Stamps, comfortably. I would recommend you to arrange 
the 6, before putting them in, something like a bouquet, making them lean to the right 
and to the left alternately: thus there will always be a free corner to get hold of, so 
as to take them out, quickly and easily, one by one: otherwise you will find them apt 
to come out two or three at a time.  According to my experience, the 5d., 9d., and 1s. 
Stamps are hardly ever wanted, though I have constantly to replenish all the other 
pockets. If your experience agrees with mine, you may find it convenient to keep only a 
couple (say) of each of these 3 kinds, in the 1s. pocket, and to fill the other 2 pockets 
with extra 1d. stamps. 

 
2.    How to Begin a Letter 
If the Letter is to be in answer to another, begin by 
getting out that other letter and reading it through, in 
order to refresh your memory, as to what it is you have 
to answer, and as to your correspondent’s present 
address (otherwise you will be sending your letter to his 
regular address in London, though he has been careful in 
writing to give you his Torquay address in full). 
Next, Address and Stamp the Envelope. “What! Before writing 
the Letter?” Most certainly. And I’ll tell you what will 
happen if you don’t. You will go on writing till the last 
moment, and, just in the middle of the last sentence, you 
will become aware that “time’s up!” Then comes the hurried 
wind-up--the wildly-scrawled signature--the hastily-
fastened envelope, which comes open in the post--the 
address, a mere hieroglyphic--the horrible discovery that 



you’ve forgotten to replenish your Stamp-Case--the frantic appeal, to every one in the 
house, to lend you a Stamp--the headlong rush to the Post Office, arriving, hot and 
gasping, just after the box has closed--and finally, a week afterwards, the return of 
the Letter, from the Dead-Letter Office, marked “address illegible”! 
Next, put your own address, in full, at the top of the note-sheet. It is an aggravating 
thing--I speak from bitter experience--when a friend, staying at some new address, heads 
his letter “Dover”, simply, assuming that you can get the rest of the address from his 
previous letter, which perhaps you have destroyed. 
Next, put the date in full. It is another aggravating thing, when you wish, years 
afterwards, to arrange a series of letters, to find them dated “Feb. 17”, “Aug. 2”, without 
any year to guide you as to which comes first. And never, never, dear Madam (N.B. this 
remark is addressed to ladies only: no man would ever do such a thing), put 
“Wednesday”, simply, as the date!     “That way madness lies.” 
3.    How to Go On With a Letter 
Here is a golden Rule to begin with. Write legibly. The average temper of the human 
race would be perceptibly sweetened, if everybody obeyed this Rule! A great deal of the 
bad writing in the world comes simply from writing too quickly. Of course you reply, 
“I do it to save time.” A very good object, no doubt: but what right have you to do it 
at your friend’s expense? Isn’t his time as valuable as yours? Years ago, I used to receive 
letters from a friend--and very interesting letters too--written in one of the most 
atrocious hands ever invented. It generally took me about a week to read one of his 
letters. I used to carry it about in my pocket, and take it out at leisure times, to 
puzzle over the riddles which composed it--holding it in different positions, and at 
different distances, till at last the meaning of some hopeless scrawl would flash upon 
me, when I at once wrote down the English under it; and, when several had been thus 
guessed, the context would help with the others, till at last the whole series of 
hieroglyphics was deciphered. If all one’s friends wrote like that, Life would be entirely 
spent in reading their letters! 
This Rule applies, specially, to names of people or places--and most specially to foreign 
names. I got a letter once, containing some Russian names, written in the same hasty 
scramble in which people often write “yours sincerely”. The context, of course, didn’t 
help in the least: and one spelling was just as likely as another, so far as I knew: It was 
necessary to write and tell my friend that I couldn’t read any of them!       
     My second Rule is, don’t fill more than a page and a half with apologies for not 
having written sooner!  
The best subject, to begin with, is your friend’s last letter. Write with the letter open 
before you. Answer his questions, and make any remarks his letter suggests. Then go on 
to what you want to say yourself. This arrangement is more courteous, and 
pleasanter for the reader, than to fill the letter with your own invaluable remarks, 
and then hastily answer your friend’s questions in a postscript. Your friend is much 
more likely to enjoy your wit, after his own anxiety for information has been 
satisfied.  In referring to anything your friend has said in his letter, it is best to quote 
the exact words, and not to give a summary of them in your words. A’s impression, of 
what B has said, expressed in A’s words, will never convey to B the meaning of his own 
words.  This is specially necessary when some point has arisen as to which the two 
correspondents do not quite agree. There ought to be no opening for such writing 
as “You are quite mistaken in thinking I said so-and-so. It was not in the least my 
meaning, &c., &c.”, which tends to make a correspondence last for a life-time.  
     A few more Rules may fitly be given here, for correspondence that has 
unfortunately become controversial.  
One is, don’t repeat yourself. When once you have said your say, fully and clearly, on 
a certain point, and have failed to convince your friend, drop that subject: to repeat 
your arguments, all over again, will simply lead to his doing the same; and so you will 
go on, like a Circulating Decimal. Did you ever know a Circulating Decimal come to 
an end?  
Another Rule is, when you have written a letter that you feel may possibly irritate 
your friend, however necessary you may have felt it to so express yourself, put it aside 
till the next day. Then read it over again, and fancy it addressed to 
yourself. This will often lead to your writing it all over again, taking out a lot of 
the vinegar and pepper, and putting in 



honey instead, and thus making a much more palatable dish of it! If, when you have 
done your best to write inoffensively, you still feel that it will probably lead to 
further controversy, keep a copy of it. There is very little use, months afterwards, in 
pleading “I am almost sure I never expressed myself as you say: to the best of my 
recollection I said so-and-so”. Far better to be able to write “I did not express myself so: 
these are the words I used”.  
     My fifth Rule is, if your friend makes a severe remark, either leave it unnoticed, or 
make your reply distinctly less severe: and if he makes a friendly remark, tending 
towards “making up” the little difference that has arisen between you, let your reply 
be distinctly more friendly. If, in picking a quarrel, each party declined to go more 
than three-eighths of the way, and if, in making friends, each was ready to go five-
eighths of the way--why, there would be more reconciliations than quarrels! Which is 
like the Irishman’s remonstrance to his gad-about daughter--”Shure, you’re always 
goin’ out! You go out three times, for wanst that you come in!”  
     My sixth Rule (and my last remark about controversial correspondence) is, don’t 
try to have the last word! How many a controversy would be nipped in the bud, if 
each was anxious to let the other have 
the last word! Never mind how telling a 
rejoinder you leave unuttered: never mind 
your friend’s supposing that you are 
silent from lack of anything to say: let 
the thing drop, as soon as it is possible 
without discourtesy: remember “speech is 
silvern, but silence is golden”! (N.B.--If you 
are a gentleman, and your friend is a lady, 
this Rule is superfluous: you won’t get the 
last word!)  
My last Rule. When you say, in your letter, 
“I enclose cheque for £5,” or “I enclose 
John’s letter for you to see”, leave off 
writing for a moment--go and get the document referred to--and put it into the 
envelope. Otherwise, you are pretty certain to find it lying about, after the Post has 
gone!  

 
4.    How To End a Letter 
If doubtful whether to end with “yours faithfully”, or “yours truly”, or “your most 
truly”, &c. (there are at least a dozen varieties, before you reach “yours 
affectionately”), refer to your correspondent’s last letter, and make your winding-up 
at least as friendly as his: in fact, even if a shade more friendly, it will do no harm! 
A Postscript is a very useful invention: but it is not meant (as so many ladies suppose) 
to contain the real gist of the letter: it serves rather to throw into the shade any 
little matter we do not wish to make a fuss about. For example, your friend had 
promised to execute a commission for you in town, but forgot it, thereby putting 
you to great inconvenience: and he now writes to apologize for his negligence. It 
would be cruel, and needlessly crushing, to make it the main subject of your reply. 
How much more gracefully it comes in thus! “P.S. Don’t distress yourself any more 
about having omitted that little matter in town. I wo’n’t deny that it did put my 
plans out a little, at the time: but it’s all right now. I often forget things, myself: and 
‘those, who live in glass-houses, mustn’t throw stones’, you know!” 
When you take your letters to the Post, carry them in your hand. If you put them in 
your pocket you will take a long country-walk (I speak from experience), passing the 
Post-Office twice, going and returning, and, when you get home, will find them still in 
your pocket. 
The final section “On Registering Correspondence” comprises detailed instructions on 
recording all incoming and outgoing mail. An interesting idea with undoubted merit 

but requiring a stronger sense of organisation than most of us possess. Apparently, 
Carroll recorded all letters received and sent from when he was 28 until he died: a 

total of 98,721 entries! 

 



Thank you to Bob Watson for submitting this interesting article.  98,721 pieces of mail – 
that would be a lot of stamps! 
 
 

From Dr. Phil A. Telly… 
Stamps got you licked? Feeling stamped out?  
Don’t worry. Don’t let it get you down, 
Dr. Phil A.Telly has come to town! 
  
Dear Dr. Phil, 
My Dear Dr. Phil A.Telly, 
    I too am a renowned doctor. In my own beloved country I have the reputation of the proofessor extraordinaire! So 
naturally when I set my little gray cells on to a problem, I must have proof.  Lots and lots of proof!  Did Noah part the 
Red Sea?  I have no proof. 
    The roots of the whispering grapevines tell me that you know about “proofs.” It is even said that there are 
“specimens” and even more outrageous, there are such things as “fantasy proofs.”  Can you please explain to me 
what these proofs, specimens and fantasy proofs are?  Please be careful, I am surrounded by spies and my telephone 
is bugged. Perhaps you could reply to my missive in some little known newsletter in the Bruce Peninsula.  
 
Most Sincerely and Gratefully Yours, 
Proofessor Para Noidal 
 
 
Hi Proofessor, 
    I will try to proof to you I know what I write about. A proof is a sample printed from the actual plate that the final 
stamp will be printed from. So the proof regardless of the colour used, in all matters of design is identical to the final 
stamp. The ones printed in various colors are referred to as colour proofs or colour trial proofs. In reference to this (I 
know you didn’t ask) are Essays which are done as test prints to test variations in the design so Essays are always a 
different design from the finished stamp even though the difference may be minute. 
    NEWS FLASH! Dr. Phil is stumped. Fantasy proofs I have no knowledge of nor does my library. Could it possibly be 
you mean Fantasy Stamps? These are the same as Cinderellas or dunes which are printed by unrecognized "postal 
administrations" or you are medicating too heavily. 
 (DR. Phil continued) 
 Finally specimens are stamps that are overprinted, perforated or manuscript (hand written pen) marked with the  
word “specimen”. They were produced by the post offices and sent to the U.P.U. (Universal postal union) who 
administers the world wide postal service the specimens were then distributed to all the members of the union so 
they would know if stamps arriving in the mail were genuine. 
    I hope this is enlightening and eases your stress level 

Thanks, Dr. Phil 

Stamp on Envelope… 
Ottawa:1857-2007 
150th Anniversary 
As you can see this lovely stamp is available at two rates in the 
souvenir sheet format.  The writing on the $1.55 stamp is in gold 
to highlight the higher rate stamp.  The 52 cent version is also 
available in a booklet of eight. 
    The foreground displays a sunny summer photograph of the 
present day Parliament Buildings.  The background is a 
reproduction of from an engraving by G. H. Andrews of the 
Lumberers’ Regatta in 1860.  The Regatta was held in 
celebration of the setting of the cornerstone for the new 
Parliament Buildings by Albert Prince of Wales, son of Queen 
Victoria.   The engraving is depicted in delicate sepia tones. 
    It was Queen Victoria who chose the location of our capital 
city, perhaps because it sits between French Lower Canada and 
English Upper Canada.   (and is nowhere near Lethbridge!)  
 

 



 
 
 

The Owen Sound Stamp Club meets at 7:00 pm on the third Wednesday of each month in the basement of St. George’s Anglican Church (corner of 
10th St. E. and 4th Ave. E.).  The main business of the evening is typically to trade, buy and sell stamps 

 and philatelic material.  An Auction is often held at 8:00 pm. 
There are presently about 20 active members whose interests cover just about everything at all levels, from beginner to expert. 

New members are always most welcome. 
Annual membership fees: Full-$10; Family-$15; Junior- Free 

Members and guests also contribute $1 at each meeting which is passed directly to St. George’s Church in appreciation for allowing us to use their 
room. 

The OSSC Newsletter is distributed to all members.  Opinions expressed in the newsletter are expressly those of the individual author. 
Contributions to the newsletter are most welcome. Please submit any news, information, opinions or announcements to the editor. 

 
OSSC Library: 
Books in the library are available for loan to any member (but please return at the next meeting). 
Present holdings include: 
Postage Stamp Catalogue – Scott (2000) 
Catalogue of Canadian Stamps – Unitrade (2000) 
Concise Catalogue of Great Britain Stamps – Stanley Gibbons (2004) 
Catalogue of Canadian Stamps & Supplies – CWS (2005) 
Canadian Errors, Freaks & Oddities – Darnel 
The Edward VII Issue of Canada by G. C. Marler (Nat. Postal Museum, 1975) 
The Admiral Issue of Canada by C.C. Marler 
Canadian Fancy Cancellations of the Nineteenth Century 
Numerous journals (still only partly sorted) including: 
The Canadian Philatelist (RSPC); Scott’s Monthly; Topical Times (Journal of the American Topical Assoc.); and Details (Canada 
Post) 

 

 
Club Officers: 

President:     Alan Charlesworth                (519) 371-0581 
1521 7th Ave. W., Owen Sound  ON N4K 5L1 

a.charlesworth@sympatico.ca 
      Vice-Pres.:     John Cortan                         (519) 395-5817 

P.O. Box 295, Ripley, ON N0G 2R0 
jcortan@hurontel.on.ca   

Sec./ Treas:   Bob Ford                                (519)376-4788 
721 8th Ave. E., Owen Sound, ON N4K 3A5 

robford@log.on.ca 
Editor:            Marion Ace                            (519) 934-1998 

P.O. Box 286, Tara ON  N0H 2N0 
marionace@bmts.com 

 


